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of the Spartans was faced with annihilation. Some
of the Greeks, who were not Spartans, seeing the futility
of^ the resistance decided to retreat, but Leonidas
said: "Retreat if you wish to, but as for me and
my Spartans, we have been sent to hold the pass, and
here we will remain/' Not a man moved*
Then began a battle which will be remembered
while the world lasts.    For two days armours clanged,
swords  whipped and spears  smote,  but the   enemy
could not get the better of the little band of men that
held him at that historic spot.    On the evening of
the second day the traitor Ephialtes guided a  force
of Persians through the hills and the brave Leonidas
was attacked in the rear.    Leonidas at once dismissed
all his allies save four hundred Thebans and    seven
hundred Thespians, and with his three hundred Spar-
tans prepared for the worst.    Getting desperate, he
sallied forth with his fourteen hundred and fell upon
the mass of men.    When night came Leonidas and his
faithful patriots lay dead under the corpses of their
enemies.    Every man  of the fourteen  hundred was
killed.    The pass lay open unguarded and the Per-
sians entered Thebes   and Athens.    Thebes submit-
ted to Persians and accepted their terms.   The Athe-
nian garrison was thrown from the rocks of the Acro-
polis and the city was burned.    All seemed lost and
the Athenians fled to the island of Salamis and on
board  the  ships  which  Themistokles  had prevailed
upon Athens to build in the teeth of opposition.    On
the 20th of September of the year 480   Themistokles
forced the Persian fleet to give battle in the bay of
Salamis and destroyed it.   Xerxes was watching the
fray from his golden throne on the slopes of Aigaleos*
With growing horror the omnipotent sovereign saw
the disaster and, getting frantic, rent his robes and de-
ported hastily from the scene.    Greece was saved.
..Xerxes retreated to Susa with one half of his army
the   other  half  behind   under   Marduniya.